The CASE of Richard Radley Gent. 


Now Priſoner in the K 


1 


HAT the now Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs, being Lord of the 
ſeveral Mannors of Southweald, and Goſtead in the County 
of Eſſex; his Lordſhip in 1672. (did upon a pretended for- 
feiture) Wrongfully Seize into his Hand and Poſſeſſion, a 
certain Copy-hold Meſſuage, and divers Copy-hold Lands, 
of 35 |. Yearly value, held of the ſaid ſeveral Mannors ; 
And which were then the Eſtates and Inheritance of one 
Thomas Danwood, Unkle of the above-mentioned Richard 


— Radley. 


INGSBENCH ' 


= 


Juſtice, that Radley would have hired him to knock the aforenamed MWjlliaw White 
on the Head ; Whereupon Radley was again ſent for by the Lord Chief Juſtice, and 
required to give Sureties for his Behaviour, which he did accordingly 3 though 
no colour of truth in the ſaid Information. 

At Summer Aſlizes, in Angui? 167g. Ralet Recovered 39 1. againſt Radley, in 
an Action upon a Quantum Merit for Building ; and ſoon afterwards, #0 wit, on 
the Eighth of _— 1679. aforeſaid. Radley ſtanding at his own dore 5 and 
Ralet being at Work over againſt Radley's Houſe, and within hearing one of a- 
nother ; Ralet ſaid to Radley, There be Rods in Piſs for you. 


That ſoon after his Lordſhip had fo Seized the Premiſes, he Felled all the Timber 
'thereupon then growing, worth 100 L And thenceforth received all the Rents and 
Profits of the Premiſes; which his Lordſhip inſiſted to be abſolutely hisown, and 
therefore would not reſtore the Poſſeſſion thereof unto the ſaid Thomgs Danwood, 
albeit, he ſeveral times in all humble and fitting manner, beſought his Lordſhip (0 

* todo. Whereupon the ſaid Thomas Danwood, was enforced to commence ſeveral 
Actions at Law, in Treſpaſs and Ejetment againſt his Lordſhips Uinder-Tennants 
of the Premiſes ; Which being brought to Tryal at Chelmsford, the Sommer Aſlizes 
1675. The ſaid Thomas Darword, (upon full Evidence on all fides, ) obtained a 
Verdid againſt his Lordſhips pretended Title 3 And ( after a Writ of Error ſpent 
therein, ) was in 7ue 1676. put into Poſſeſſion of the Premiſes, by the then Sheri 

-upon an Hab., Fad. Poſſeſſion. In the Proſecution of which Suits, the ſaid Thomgs 
'Danwood was Neceſiitated toexpend 700 /. or thereabout ; and being himſelf near 
©  Fourſcore Years Old ; He deſired his ſaid Nephew Richard Radley to afliſt him in 
the Management of that buſineſs ; which he the ſaid Radley ( in an unfortunate hour 
to himſelf, ) did accordingly undertake, as conceiving himſelf bound in duty, to 
be helpful unto his ſaid Unkle, in what lawful ways he could, and otherwiſe then ſo 

did he the ſaid Radley never At. And yet neverthelcſs, becauſe he the ſaid Radley 

did appear on behalf of his ſaid Unkle Darwood as aforeſaid 3 His Lordſhip, (the now 

Lurd Chief Jaſtice Scroggs)was pleaſed to conceive ſome cauſeleſs Diſpleaſure againſt 

/ hin; which was ſo far taken notice of in the Neighbourhood, (he the ſaid Radley, 

| thendwelling at Prentwood, within a Mile of his Lordſhips Houſe, called Weld-Hal. 

| That when any difference happened between Radley and any Neighbour ; Radley 

was.oon after informed a inſt at Weld-Hall; As for Inſtance. | 

4 I the ſaid Radley being neceſiitated to have a controverlie with one Samuel 

-tchead of Brentwood atorefaid, Shoemaker; a perſon well known in the Neigh- 

'tourhood, (as Radley doubts not to make appear by proof,) to be of ſuch Atheilti- 

cal Principle,and Vicious converſation as rendered his Oath not fit to beCredited in 

any concern, to the value of 5 5s, He the ſaid Whitehead to wreak his Revenge on 


| 


Whereupon Radley ſaying, Why are you and your Cobler going to make new Oaths 
againit me ? 

Ralet thereupon demanded, What have you got to ſay 

Radley thereunto replyed, As far as 1 know, the 
worthy Gentleman ; But for your you Jon are a very Raſcal. 

That theſe were all, or the effect of all the words which paſſed between Radley 
and Reſet at that time, wich he proved by Divers Perſons of Credit then preſent ; 
And never but then had Radley any diſcourſe with Ralet, after the aforeſaid Trya), 
between them at Sommer Afſizes, . 1679. Neither was any thing of this further 
taken notice of, (to Radleys knowledge,) until September following. 

Radley went with his Unkle Darwood to wait upon the faid Lord Chief Tuftice, 3- 5*Þ+ 
and demanded from his Lordſhip ſatisfation, for the Timber his Lordſhip had Fel- 1679: 
led from off Darwoods Land; and an account of the Rents and Profits his Lord- 
ſhip had received ; and to re-imburſe Danwood the Coſts he was by thoſe unnece(> 
= Suits enforced to Expend 3 Which demand his Lordſhip ſeemed much offen- 
dedat; ſaying to Danwood, He owed him nothing; and again bidding him come by it 
as well as he could, And for Redreſs herein, hath now a Petition de- 
prong, __ the at eaotir tz) S 

e Or bie j# ice nat atn made fore hi b th J fo8 and; .TY* 
one William 10% a notorious Rogue, who 4 ad v4 ore, had paſe. 
been kept at the Charge of the Pariſh.) That on the Seventh day of Auguſt 


to wy Lord Chief Juſtice ? 
ord Chief Juſtice ey be 4 very 


anmoo 


) | then laſt paſt _ Spake unto Ralet theſe words following, viz. If you expet# 


to have your Mon:y, Recovered of me at Chelmsford ; go to Weld-Hal!, there's Money 
enough come in now for quitting of Doftor Wakeman. ; : 
adley was taken up by the Lord Chief Juſtice his Warrant, and carried to his 5 
Lordihips Houſe ; where Readley entered into a Recogaizance of One Hundred paſt. 
Pound; with two Sureties in Fifty Pound a piece for Radleys appearance in the 
Kings Bench, on the firſt day of Michaelmas Term 1679. Ar which time he ap- 
peared in Courtz and Retained Mr. J/ard. for his Clerk in the Crown Office, 


Sep. 


Radley; Did in May 1679. Inform: the ſaid Þ ord ( bief Juſtice upon Oath ; That 
Radley had Spoken certain Scandalous words again(t his Lordſhip, (repeating the | 
wogds in his Afidavit,) and told hisLordſhip alſo that one Robert Ralet a Brick: | 
L ayer (who was a conſtant Workman in his Lordſhips Service, as occaſion required,) | 
did hear the Words ſpoken, as well as he the ſaid [hitehead. 0 

That the Lord Chief Juſtice going ſoon after to London; one Mr. Thomas IT hite 
an Attorney and Steward of his Lo:d{hips Courts, came to Radley, as from his Lord- 


=® words Spoken by Radley ; Hereupon Radley enquired of Ralet what the words were 
© which [/þitehead had Sworn, and whether he the (aid Ralee, had ever heard Radley 
A: Speak the ſame; whereto FRalet anſwered, That he had Sworn to the Lord Chief 
= - Juſtice, that he never heard Radley Speak the words Sworn by Whitchead, mor any other 
IB word concerning his L ordſhip; Put only, That Danwoods C auſe was a good Cauſe, and 
*Þ that he ( the ſaid Radley ) would Seal jt with his Blood. 


= where his Lordſhip making known to Radley, what words [//hitehead had Sworn 
> opainſt him ; and Radley denying (as the truth was and is,) that he ever Spoke thole, 
or any ſuch like words; and withal, giving his Lordſhip a true account, what a 
Dangerons Fellow [/hitehead was ; and of the occaſion why he thus ſought to ex- 
Ecute his Malice on him the ſaid Radley ; His L ordſhip was pleaſed to ſay, That there 
was another would teſtifie the words befides Whitehead, but that his Lordſhip would 
defer the further Examination of that matter, until his being in the Countrey 
at Whitſontide : And ſo his L ordſhip diſmiſſed Radley for that time. 


the matter, his Lordſhip being convinced, that there was no reality in this Accu- 
_ ſation againſt Radley, ( albeit, Ralet then varied from what he had forme1]y infor- 
med Radleyas aforeſaid; and would ſeem to inſiſt, that Radley (ſaid he would Seal 


declare, he would paſs by this matter for that time; but willed Radley to have a 
care, that rio further Informations againſt him, come before his Lordſhip 3 Or uſed 
Monitory expreſſions, to that Purpoſe. 

Some difference afterwards happening between Radley and Ralet about work , 


Soon after this, Radley waited on his Lordſhip at Londoy, ( as he was required, )| 


In Vhitſox week, all Partics attended his Lordſhip; and upon Examination of 


ro the words informed by J/hitchead with his Blood. ) His Lordſhip was pleaſed to. 


who ( by rule of Court, ) was to appear for Radley, from time to time 3 and to 
receive all Informations which ſhould come in againſt him; to which end Radley 
alſo gave Mr. Ward a gencral Warrant to appear; And thereupon Radleys Bayl 
were dilcharged. 

Radley had no notice to appear ih all that time z And yet he being called on the 
very laſt day of that Term, and not appearing; his Recognizance was forthwith 
eſtreated into the Exchequer; whereof Radley being informed, he in the beginning 


ſhip, willing him to attend his Lordſhip at London , to give him fatisfation about | of Fillary Term lalt,moved the Court of Kings Fench; And upon his offer to receive 
an Afﬀidavit made by Jbitehead, of fuch words ſpoken by Radley againſt his Lord-! 
ſhip, as he the (aid Mr. [//þite then (aid, he dared not repeat 3 But Mr. White then 
told Radley, that Whitehead had informed his Lordſhip, that Ralet allo had heard the | 


any information, and plead forthwith ; the Court made a Rule that the ſaid Re- 

cognizance ſhould be withdrawn, 

An Infromation being exhibited againg Radley for the aforeſaid words, ſuppoſed 
to have been Spoken to Ralet; the fame came on to be Tryed at Chelmsford laſt 
Aſſizes ;, to wit, on the 28th of March laſt, and Radley not being able to prevail 
with any Council, to appear in his defence, againſt the Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs 
his Intereſt,C on whoſe beha'f Sir George Jefferys appeared moſt forward ;)a Verdict 
then palled againſt R:d/ez, who was thereupon Committed to Goale, though he 
| offered Unqueſtionable Bail for his Liberty.\, 

At the Inſtance and Charge of the (aid Lord Chief TJuitice Scroggs, Radley is re- 14. ? n!y 
moved from Chelmsford by Ha. Cor. and on the Fiftcenth of Je came over a Pri- /aft. , 
ſoucr to the Kings Fench, Whereupon the then Sheriff of F ſex told Radley, that 

| he would charge him in Execution for 200 /. upon his aforeſaid Recognizancez and 

alſo take his Sureties in Execution, until he would pay the Sherift his Fees; which 
Radley was fain to promiſe; and having not payed the ſame, he is to this day 

required ſo to do; Albeir, for Security of his Sureties, Radley hath been enforced 

' to obtain out of the Fxchequer, a quietus againſt the ſaid Recognizance, which coſt 

' bim 5. 105. 

Radley was Sentenced in the Court of Kings Bench, to ſtand before each of the |, 

. Courts at Weſtminſter, one hour with a Paper on his Breaſt, exprefling his ſuppoſed jj, 

' Crime 3 And to do the like at Breztwood, at the then next Afſires, and in the 

Ailizes time , And was Fined 200 /. and Committed in Execution until payed : 

And to find Sureties for the Behaviour for three Years. 

Radley hath ſtood at Weſtminſter and Brentwood, according to his Sentence a- 
foreſaid 3 But hath not given Sureties for his Behaviour, nor paid the 200 /. But 
lyesin Priſon for Non-Payment ; And for Relief therein, hath preferred his Petition 
to the Right Honourable the Houſe of Commons, in Parliament Aſſembled. 
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wherein Radley Employed Ralet as his Brickdayer ; Rales informed the Lord Chief 


